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human being to prevent another fiery ordeal, but if I find that there is no other way out, I will not hesitate to call upon you to go through it, whatever the magnitude of sufferings may be. May God give us the strength to suffer and sacrifice in the cause of freedom.
The Bombay Chronicle,  29-12-1931
29L   SPEECH AT WELFARE OF INDIA LEAGUE, BOMBAY*
December 28, 1931
When I received the cable from Mr. David just before I left England inviting me to attend this meeting, I felt it was impossible for me to avoid this invitation. And so I cabled him in reply asking to arrange the time with Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, because naturally he has to his disposal all the time at my disposal. It is a great pleasure to me to be able to address you this evening.
My intention when I accepted this invitation was to speak to you this evening on what I saw in England. But, on landing in India, all my plans have been upset by the startling news that I have heard about the situation here. I wished to speak to you and to the Congress about the many things I have seen in England and in Europe, They have got their dark side as also the bright side of the picture. There were things I saw from which I had every reason for hope. But there were also things which held out no hopes at all. I would gladly have spoken to you what I saw in England and in Europe. But now with the situation before me as it is, I shall have to speak to you largely about the events that face me and face you as those who want to promote the welfare of this country.
But I want to assure you that, wherever I went in London, in England or in Europe, I was surrounded with the greatest amount of affection and I felt that there was no truth in Kipling's saying that the East and West would never meet. I am not conscious of a single experience throughout my three months' stay in England and Europe that has made me feel that, after all, East is East and West is West. On the contrary, I have been convinced
1 The meeting, held at Majestic Hotel at 10 p m , was presided over by Sir Stanley Reed. Among those present were Prabhashankar Pattam, Pheroz Sethna, Nassarvanji Choksy, Vallabhbhai Patel and some members of the Congress Working Committee.